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Silkworm Cocoon Paper Painting:
Where Silk Meets Brush
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As a cherished item of Sichuan’ intangible cultural heritage, silkworm cocoon
paper painting stands out as a unique fusion of traditional craftsmanship and artistic
expression. Distinguished by its unconventional materials and innovative techniques,
it has emerged as a living testament to the enduring legacy of Chinese artistry.

At its core lies the exquisite craftsmanship of this art form. Artisans meticulously
guide silkworms to spin freely on custom molds, perfecting every intricate detail until
they produce paper that boasts a miky whiteness, subtle luster, remarkable
flexibility, and longtasting durability. It was this elaborate process and masterful
artistry that made it favored by artists of ancient times. According to historical
records, the renowned calligrapher Wang Xizhi even created his timeless
masterpiece Preface to the Lanting Collection on this special cocoon paper—an
anecdote that underscores the material’s significant status.

Tailored to the distinctive texture of the material, artists employ natural mineral
and plant pigments blended with bone glue, applying six specialized techniques—
such as “brush embroidery” and “rolling stroke” —to breathe vivid life into their
works. As rhythmic light and shadow dance across the refined brushwork, the
collective wisdom of generations shines through each silkworm cocoon creation,
transforming mere pigment and silk into a feast for the eyes.

Today, young inheritors are committed to reviving this ancient art by fusing
traditional Chinese painting aesthetics with subtle Western artistic elements. As a
cultural bridge, silkworm cocoon paper painting not only enriches the diversity of
traditional art, but also showcases Sichuan’ s cultural charm to the world, which
deserves global recognition and sustained preservation.

O AP HRR iR AT “ DAEIR” T35 LB, B4 1 SOR A LR . 1T :028-86969110

FRE G  iming , S AU — R, AR R AN A R
O kAR BEAZRRBA: , Wy Ny 2% 1 T RAF B B, BB O R 3 -

‘;‘3’%’%4& '/‘\gﬁ (e

HNEE=SE,

o~

(SIS SEEI=7)
R fKiEr , mERARAT 42
RERERTIZEZARE
KRVIRFRZRR, R E R
1517 RS BUE G R B A
L, BREATEEME
FRRVEE R IIE,

X[JERAIZ O T
WMEHNEELZZ2H,
TEMNXEOSISERE
EHERAE LBAMLZR
B, FFREFTET 4B
MET  REHRFRER
B=EEORIEEE R
IR 5 2 A i B AF R AY
mERRK, EEXMEES
TrREEBRE, EER
ZEHAXAEZERTE,
fEERICE, ERBIER
FHRZ BT EER
RELE=ZCUFETERR
(==&F)— X—H
HEENIE T EERSE LAY
SEtfi,

NEEERFIRERY
AIBEFR, e EEEAX
Ry MSEMER, L
BRIEM,ZA “E57 R
7 FZRRREIEGE, IEE
TMERMEAEINS RS,
SR ANF AR IR AR
[BmEE , AR ARIER
BEEETIBERRE
ERIBIEEE G EE R AT
B 5B S NITTEY
HZREE.

ms, FREARAH
NTFEXRXTEHEZAR,
B EEsReEEZ S
B ZARAIBY TR AR
Go (FA—EXMWIHFZR,
BRAHLZZENMIFS
TEFZRNZTER,
EEtHREREMIIA93
HHE, REEATS
INEAET.

(5 S : AR 1=
RETFERK #HIR)

KSR AT U S VR Fr o E BB 3 R (e PR ER T 4R ), BN RIIT 5,
MmN A [ F (1R $FRHER#E : shaonianpai @thecover.cn
RERNEB—RXE, BENSHAKEER ! HRRERIE



