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Longchang Bluestone:

From Mineral to Myth
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People like to run a hand over the carving’ s surface not simply to
touch cold rock, but to feel a persistent pulse—this is something that
artisans believed in through their lifetime. And now,we visit this city not
only to admire its endurance, but to hear the voices still murmuring from
the stone.

Come with me to the quiet heart of Neijiang, where conversations
unfold between hands and stone—dialogues centuries old. This is the art
of Longchang Bluestone Carving, an item of Sichuan provincial
intangible cultural heritage,rooted in the archway culture of the Song
Dynasties, and it flourished during the Ming and Qing dynasties. The
local gray—green slate is not merely quarried here; it is remembered.

The craftsmen read these stones better than anyone. Under their
hands, the stone stirs from its long silence. And two techniques are
specially employed here: Shen Diao, or deep relief, where figures of
heroes, dragons, and phoenixes emerge from the stone with depth that
they seem almost detached; and Tou Diao, openwork carving, which
pierces entirely through the stone to create intricate patterns, even
allowing light to dance through the solid rock. Through deep relief and
openwork carving, they do not so much carve as they listen, liberating
forms sleeping in the stone’s memory: dragons coiled in mist, paragons
of loyalty, the quiet geometry of clouds. It is a kind of alchemy, turning
mineral into myth and weight into whispering culture.
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