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Qingshen Twisted Painting:
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From Wartime Ingenuity to Artistic Marvel
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Qingshen Twist Painting is a unigue
folk painting technique originating from
Qingshen  County, Meishan  City,
Sichuan Province. It has been included
in the list of Sichuan Province’ s
intangible cultural heritage and has
become one of the cultural hallmarks of
Qingshen County, attracting attention
from art enthusiasts both domestically
and internationally.

Originated in the late Qing Dynasty
and early Republic of China period,
Qingshen Twist Painting was invented by the painter Wu Daobei out of
necessity during wartime when brushes were unavailable. Later developed by
successors such as his son Wu Jiantang, it gradually evolved into an
independent painting school by integrating traditional Chinese studies with
Western painting concepts. Xu Beihong once praised it as “bizarre
brushstrokes with divine skill, unique and unparalleled”.

Qingshen Twist Painting’ s core characteristic lies in using twisted paper
strips instead of brushes for creation: Xuan paper or parchment is specially
treated, folded, and twisted into “twist brushes” of varying thickness and
hardness, which are then dipped in ink or pigments to create paintings.

Qingshen Twist Painting uses paper as its brush and artistic conception as

its soul. It sprouted from an act of quick wit amidst the
flames of war, grew through family lineage and cultural
nourishment, and ultimately blossomed into an artistic
marvel deeply rooted in tradition yet flourishing with
uninhibited creativity. This technique, born from the
soil and spirit of Qingshen, not only captures the
landscape and essence of Sichuan, but also, with
its untamed strokes and profound Eastern
philosophy, tells the world a story of the boundless
creativity and enduring vitality of Chinese folk art.
Today, carrying the imprint of history and the warmth of
craftsmanship, it continues to write its vigorous and
mysterious future on an ever-broadening stage.
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