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The Ephemeral Made Eternal:

Luzhou’s Winged Art Pieces
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In the verdant mountains of Sichuan, an extraordinary art form that
transforms nature’ s ephemeral beauty into enduring marvels. Recognized as a
provincial level intangible cultural heritage in 2023, Luzhou butterfly painting
uses actual butterfly wings to craft luminous artworks. Local artisans gather
wings solely from butterflies that have completed their natural life span,
frequently sourcing them from adjacent protected forests teeming with over 200
species.

The crafting process is a testament to patience. Initially, artists categorize
wings by size and hue—some as minuscule as rice grains, others adorned with
stained—-glass-like patterns. With bamboo tweezers and homemade rice paste,
they meticulously arrange these fragments on rice paper. A single painting may
require 500 wings and three weeks of labor.

Beyond serving as mere aesthetic ornaments, these paintings convey
significant messages. At Luzhou No.3 High School, students engage with
butterfly art to grasp ecological concepts. The local government employs these
artworks to advocate for wildlife conservation efforts. As the world accelerates,
Luzhou’ s artisans remind us that even the most fleeting existence can yield
lasting beauty.
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