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From Cloth to Treasure:

The Craft and Legacy of Nanxi Li’s Cloth Paste Art
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Among China’ s rich and diverse intangible cultural heritages, there exists a

unique art form that uses fabric as its canvas and scissors as its brushes — Nanxi Li’s
Cloth Paste Art. Originating from ancient royal embroidery repair techniques, it
gradually spread among the people and evolved into a distinctive and refined form
of folk art.

The creation of Li’ s Cloth Paste Art is a meticulous journey of artistic devotion.
It begins with sketching and paper-cutting, followed by precise fabric trimming,
edging, and finally assembling and pasting. Artisans carefully select materials such
as velvet and fine silk, cutting them into countless delicate fragments. Using a
unique “full-plane paste” technique, they piece these fragments together to form a
harmonious whole. The process demands not only exquisite craftsmanship but also
great patience and concentration.

What is truly remarkable is how artisans employ hundreds of fabrics in varying
colors and textures to create delicate transitions of hue and subtle plays of light and
shadow. From the nuanced expression on a face to the serene grandeur of a
landscape, this unique fabric art breathes life into every scene with vivid texture and
realism.

Today, as a recognized item of Sichuan Province’ s intangible cultural heritage,
the craft has entered a new stage of preservation and revival. Li Zhi, its inheritor,
actively shares the art’ s secrets with younger generations through school workshops.
Meanwhile, efforts are underway to explore its potential in cultural tourism and
modern home décor, enabling this “art at the fingertips” to shine once more in
contemporary life.
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