Tongjiang Stone Carving

Tongjiang Stone Carving, a
precious intangible cultural heritage
of China, with a history spanning
over 300 vyears. Originating from
Tongjiang County of  Sichuan
Province, it has been refined and
passed down through generations
of local artisans.

Craftsmen primarily use local
high-quality stones like bluestone
and white marble, which are known
for their hardness and fine texture —
ideal for intricate carving. The
themes of Tongjiang Stone Carving
are rich and diverse, often depicting
traditional Chinese culture such as
mythical figures, folk tales,
landscapes, and auspicious patterns.
For example, famous works include
carvings of the “Eight Immortals”
from Chinese mythology and
scenes of harvests, reflecting the
local people’ s life and beliefs.

What makes Tongjiang Stone
Carving unique is its exquisite
techniques. Artisans combine round
carving, and line carving, paying
great attention to details — even the
folds of a figure’ s clothing or the
veins of a leaf are vividly portrayed.
Today, Tongjiang Stone Carving not
only preserves traditional techniques
but also integrates modern aesthetic
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making it popular both

concepts,
domestically and internationally. It
serves as a vivid carrier of Chinese
traditional embodying the
wisdom and creativity of Tongjiang’ s
artisans. However, according to Zeng
YuPing, the only direct disciple of the
craft’ s lineage,the art faces a severe
shortage of successors. Since stone
carving requires artisans to possess a
wide range of skills, coupled with a
long learning cycle and high labor
intensity, many young people are
unwiling to learn, resulting in  a
shortage of successors. Therefore,its
preservation and transmission have
become an urgent priority.
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