Bashan Paper—Cutting:
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Arts Formed from the Soil
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Water flows through the rugged grandeur of the mountains.
Trees stretch their branches toward the vast sky. Men with their
upper bodies naked press their feet deep in the soil. Flowers
blossom from the hands of the women with silky hair. These
women preserve the everlasting joy of labor in a special form of
art — the Bashan Paper-Cutting.

It is unbelievable how boldness and intricacy coexist in this art.
It defies imagination that the very soil which is supposed to fertilize
the crops instead gives birth to a silent poetry written with scissors
and paper. Every breath drawn into their lungs, every drop of dew
resting quiet on the morning leaves, every story told by
grandmothers at bedtime — the women transform what they see,
hear, taste, and dream into exquisite masterpieces.

The themes of thus art cover various aspects of life — from
natural landscapes and local customs to myths, legends, and
agricultural  events.
remarkably concise.All in pure red, the paper-cutting projects the

Its content is rich, yet its form remains

festivity and vitality of mountain life, showing the purity and
sincerity of the emotional world of the local residents.

When you place your fingers on the vigorous lines of the art,
your heartbeat seems to echo that of the mountaineers. The
wildness of the cattle rushes through your blood. All in one blink,
with the Bashan Paper-Cutting.
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