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A “Living Carrier” of Sichuan’s Dragon Culture
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As the faint dawn light spreads over Luxian County’ s hills, it
gently falls upon the blue stones of Longnao Bridge. There, four
stone dragons lie bathed in the soft sunlight: each nearly two meters
long, their bodies showing quiet strength, while their light-golden
stand sharp against the sky, as if piercing the lingering morning mist.

These carvings are part of Luxian Stone Carvings, a craft
famous for its exquisite work and deep connection to dragon culture.
Located in the heart of the Sichuan Basin, Luxian is home to dozens
of ancient stone bridges crossing clear streams, yet the dragon
carvings on these bridges are the most attractive part. With claws
holding tightly to the stone surface and light shining between their
scales, the dragons appear to be so real that one might imagine
them leaping from the bridge at any moment.

Luxian people’ s love for dragons goes far beyond the carvings
on the Longgiao Bridges. Artifacts like the “Green Dragon” stone
sculpture, housed in the Luxian Song Dynasty Stone Carving
Museum, and traditions such as the Yutan Colored Dragon- a
vibrant dragon dance- reflect their deep respect for dragons. To
local people, the dragon is more than a symbol: it carries their
sincere hopes for a better life , their pursuit of dreams, their sense of
belonging to their hometown , and emotional ties to their history.

For many years, these stone dragons have stood firm, holding
Luxian’ s rich cultural heritage. May they continue to watch over the
county’ s beautiful rivers and mountains, and passing down Sichuan
’s special dragon culture to future generations.
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