An Art Coming from Palms
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Shoes and hats may be the first things that come to mind when
thinking of artifacts made from plants,yet the possibilities of natural
fibers can still surprise you. In the villages of Xinfan town,life is
decorated with objects woven from twisted strips of leaves,
boasting fine yet diverse shapes.

With a history more than two centuries, Xinfan Palm Leaf
Weaving has developed into seven varieties, including shoes, hats,
handbags, and even chair cushions, available in dozens of colours.
Additionally, the styles vary according to their purpose, ranging from
delicacy to simplicity, from purity to modesty. Its secret lies in the
techniques developed for different purpose: pepper-eye weaving
which creates regular patterns;dense weaving which is ideal for
fans and shoes; and ren-shaped weaving commonly used to
produce refined hats and mats.

Behind these creations stand generations of skilled craftsmen
who have passed down the art. Every April, they collect palm
leaves, process them into strands, twist them into ropes, and then
steam, whiten, and sun-dry them. Once prepared, the strips are
woven by hand, and after a series of stunning moves, items-such
as a grasshopper- take shape in the artisan’ s palms, inspiring
wonder. It is recognized not only for the marvellous skills, but also
the wisdom and taste of the craftswomen.
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