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Zigong Paper—Cutting:
The Symphony of Scissors and Fire
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In the southeastern corner of the
Sichuan Basin, Zigong paper—cutting
tells the city’ s thousand-year story
through its unigue artistic language.
Originating in the Ming Dynasty, it
inherited the bold vigor of the north
while blending the delicate grace of the
south, forming a style where thick and
thin  lines intertwine and  voids
complement solids. On red paper,
artisans turn salt-well derricks into
lattice motifs and salt crystals into floral
patterns, each stroke reflecting deep
affection for their land.

Zigong paper—cutting is inseparable
from the Lantern Festival, adding soul and
vitality to the “City of a Thousand Lights”.
It also entered daily life: window grilles,
wedding characters, and harvest motifs all
carry people’s hopes for happiness.

Its vitality lies in craftsmanship
passed down through generations.
Fire—painting masters wield hot irons
as brushes, controlling temperature to
create gradients from dawn-ike gold to
dusk-like brown, as if fixing the heat of
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salt wells onto paper. Knife work,
meanwhile, provides structure and
form: the most refined is “double-sided
cutting”, where two identical sheets of
rice paper are cut simultaneously.
When held to the light, dinosaur
skeletons and patterns align perfectly,
making ancient creatures dance in
shadow and glow.

“Paper—cutting is a dance on the tip
of the knife; every cut must come from
the heart.” says Master Shen Chenglin,
the Provincial-level Inheritors of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Zigong Paper—Cutting.
His words echo the perseverance of elder
craftsmen, who follow traditional procedures
from paper selection to mounting. It is the
precision of the knife and the warmth of
fire together that give this ancient art its
unigue vitality.

Rooted in salt wells and lanterns,
enriched by dinosaur culture and
modern design, Zigong paper-cutting
records the past while envisioning the
future. In the symphony of scissors and
fire, this ancient craft shines anew.
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