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Yilong Paper:cutting on the Fingentips
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Over a thousand years ago, in
Yilong, a small county of Sichuan ,
emerged a unigue form of folk art: Yilong
paper-cutting. Named after its birthplace,
this art is deeply influenced by Hakka
culture, rooted in local customs, and
closely intertwined with people’ s daily
lives. Having withstood the passage of
time, it still radiates vitality today.

Techniques are the soul of paper—
cutting. In its early days, artisans relied
on ftraditional methods, especially
yin—cutting as the main technique and
yang-cutting as its complement, to carve
auspicious motifs such as phoenixes,
fish, and lotus flowers—symbols of
prosperity and harmony. Later, Yilong
craftsmen introduced bold innovations,
including freehand cutting and the
firedpaper technique. These not only
embodied the unrestrained spirit of
Chinese craftsmanship but also reflected
their endless pursuit of pastoral beauty.
Year after year, with every precise snip,
the intrinsic magic of patience, resilience,
and practice became a shared life credo
among the people of Yilong.

With the momentum of the 2025
World Games in Chengdu, the classic
masterpiece  Two Phoenixes Facing
the Sun has drawn new attention.
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Today, younger generations are
reinterpreting Yilong paper-cutting with
digital technology, breathing fresh vitality
into this heritage and opening a new
chapter of innovation on the global stage.

More and more learners are now
drawn to Yilong paper-cutting. What
drives them is the same force that has
sustained  Chinese  civilization  for
millennia : a reverence for culture and a
devotion to beauty. Yilong paper-cutting
is not only an art form but also a cultural
symbol—one that has been, is, and will
continue to be cherished.
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