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Fucheng Paper—Cutting:

A Living Tradition
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Fucheng paper-cutting, a cherished art form from Mianyang, Sichuan, represents
an important part of China’ s cultural heritage. Originating during the Qing Dynasty,
this delicate and expressive art form was first used as decorative window displays.
Through the centuries, it has gradually evolved from a simple folk craft to a
meaningful blend of tradition, imagination, and creativity.

The beauty of this art lies in its precise techniques and symbolic designs. Skilled
artists patiently create flowing compositions featuring natural elements like flowers,
animals, and traditional lucky patterns. These designs vividly reflect people’ s
enduring hopes for happiness, peace, and prosperity. In recent years, contemporary
themes including family life, education, and social changes have also been
introduced, making the art more dynamic and accessible to younger generations.

Today, Fucheng paper-cutting has expanded well beyond traditional decorations.
Its distinctive and elegant patterns now appear on clothing,souvenirs,and even digital
media platforms, demonstrating its adaptability to modern life. This evolution clearly
shows how traditional art can remain relevant through creativity and continuous
innovation. Ultimately, Fucheng paper-cutting serves as a bridge between past and
present, proving that cultural traditions can maintain their deep value while embracing
positive change. It stands as both a vivid preservation of history and an endless
inspiration for future creativity.
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