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“Climb a Mountain of Swords and Plunge into a Sea of Flames”: Mysterious Wangcang Duangong Opera
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Wangcang Duangong Opera, commonly
known as “Nuo Opera” (“Nuo” 1is the
oldest  traditional Han dance  for
entertaining the gods. It serves the
purposes of worshiping deities, imitating
ghosts, preventing plagues, and ensuring
peace and  safety.) or  “Qingtan
Pageantry” (It is a form of belief in
the Han ethnic group. In ancient times,
people often revered a stone or a
section of a stone pillar in their homes
or temples as a deity. Well-known
figures were worshiped as Tan gods, and
sacrifices were offered to them during
festivals.) among the locals. This
traditional folk opera, created by
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ancient ancestors for expelling ghosts,
preventing plagues, offering thanks to
gods, and praying for good fortune, is
said to have evolved from court Wunuo
sacrificial (court blessing and
sacrificial)  performances during the
reign of the Yellow Emperor (the
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ancestor of the Chinese nation and the
first ancient emperor in China).
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Combining music, dance, rap, poetry
and  lyrics, and  traditional opera,
Wangcang Duangong Opera features
melodious original singing, with gongs
and drums resonating powerfully,
creating a unique artistic style and
highly appealing allure. After centuries
of performance and inheritance, Wangcang
Duangong Opera has been recognized as
“a Tiving fossil of opera”, demonstrating
the local folklore of Northern Sichuan.
In 2021, it was included in the fifth
batch of the Tist of representative
national intangible cultural heritage
projects.
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