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“Climb a Mountain of Swords and Plunge into a Sea of Flames”: Mysterious Wangcang Duangong Opera
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What? Is there really a need to
“climb a mountain of swords and plunge
into a sea of flames”?
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As the term suggests, there are a
mountain filled with sharp knives and a
flame sea burning fiercely. The Chinese
use the phrase “climb a mountain of
swords and plunge into a sea of flames”
to describe accomplishing  something
extraordinary after overcoming
unthinkable challenges. Commonly used to
praise the spirit of being fearless of
danger and difficulty, such “a mountain
of swords and a sea of flames” normally
exist in people’s imagination.
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In China’ s Wangcang County, people
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are able to glut their eyes through such
scenes in Duangong Opera. During every
holiday or important event, Wangcang
Duangong Opera always attracts the
attention of numerous viewers.
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Its attraction 1lies in the
mysterious and captivating performance
characterized by “terrifying” masks and
“dangerous” movements, which never fails
to amaze viewers time and again!
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Wearing masks and  traditional
costumes, the performers sing and dance,
climbing a mountain of swords and
plunging into a sea of flames, turning
folk customs into folk tunes. Through a
series of exaggerated and thrilling
performances, they convey the message
of punishing the evil and promoting the
good, while advocating hard work and
filial piety.
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