§245 VEIR .-

Xy L9 2 3% b B TR T 4

The Millennium-Long Fantastic Journey of Shu Brocade on the Silk Road
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Located in the heart of the
Taklamakan Desert in Xinjiang, China, the
Niya Ruins are known as the "Pompeii of
the East". They have been confirmed as
the site of the ancient oasis city—state
of Jingjue, recorded in the "Book of Han"
as part of the Southern Silk Road.
Jingjue, one of the thirty—six kingdoms
of the Western Regions during the
Western Han Dynasty, was a small but
crucial stop along the Silk Road.
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In 1995, archaeologists discovered a
brocade arm protector at the Niya Ruins
inscribed with "Five Stars Rise in the
East, Benefiting China", which is Tikely
to have been Shu brocade from Sichuan.
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When it was discovered, the brocade
was located on the right side of the
tomb owner, together with items such as
bows and arrows, quivers, and scabbards.
Therefore, experts speculate that it was
likely an arm guard used by ancient
people for protection while archery. The
most attractive design is the two rows of
Chinese characters on the brocade: "Five
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Stars Rise in the East, Benefiting China".
It  represents the current earliest
occurrence of the Chinese characters for
"China" discovered in Xinjiang. "Five
Stars Rise in the East, Benefiting China"
implies that when five stars gather in
the "east" of the sky, they undoubtedly
benefit the military affairs of "China".
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This  brocade,  through  patterns,
ornamentation, and characters, integrates
ancient traditional Chinese astronomical
knowledge Yin—Yang, and Five Elements
dexterously. It 1is exquisitely executed,
representing  the highest  level of
weaving technology in the Han Dynasty,
and is known as one of China’ s most
significant archaeological discoveries 1in
the 20th century.
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On  this brocade, the adopted
five—fold high—density warp and weft
weaving method is in Tine with the basic
characteristics of Han Dynasty’ s Shu
brocade. Shu brocade is one of the four
renowned  brocades in  China, often
referred to as the “Mother Brocade over
the World”. As early as the Han Dynasty,
the brocade technology of Shu was
significantly advanced, surpassing global
standards.
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According to researches, this brocade
was likely a present from the Han
Dynasty to Jingjue Kingdom. Its supreme
glory and Tegendary status during its
time made it highly cherished by the
nobles of Jingjue  Kingdom  across
generations, eventually being buried with
the King upon his death.
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