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The Micang Ancient Road is an
important passageway into Sichuan dating
back to the Xia and Shang Dynasties,
making it one of China's earliest
"national roads". Bazhong is located at a
key strategic point along this ancient
route. During the Tang and Song
Dynasties,  merchants, officials, and
scholars from the south and north would
stop here. They carved grottoes, created
statues, and inscribed colorful texts
along the cliffs. Among these, the Nankan
Grottoes are particularly renowned.
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The Nankan Grottoes are known as
the largest and best—preserved group of
cliff carvings in Bazhong, Sichuan. The
total length of the grotto area is 252
meters. There are 68 inscribed tablets,
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Magnificent Tang Dynasty Colored Statues from China
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statue creation notes and remarks, over
130 poems and writings, and 18 Buddhist
pagodas. Listed among China’ s top 10
grottoes, the Nankan Grottoes include
176 niches with over 2,700 stone—carved
Buddha statues of varying sizes and
shapes, all arranged from west to east.
An astonishing fact about the Nankan
Grottoes is that, though they boast a
history of over 1,300 years, the colors
of the statues remain vibrant and vivid.
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According to research, the cliffs of
the Nankan Grottoes are made up of
white sandstone which facilitates the
permeation of pigments. The colors used
for the statues are extracted from
natural plant and mineral pigments,
allowing  for  durable quality and
demonstrating the ancients’ wisdom and
craftsmanship.
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The Buddha statues are mild and
benign, the Bodhisattva statues are
charming and graceful, the Heavenly
Kings are majestic and awe—inspiring,
and the warriors are vigorous and sturdy.
They are rich in the emotions and
worldly features of mortal beings. The
Nankan Grottoes, hailed as “China’s Top
1 Colored Statues from the Tang
Dynasty”, feature smooth carvings and
brilliant colors. Standing in front of
the Nankan Grottoes, a single gaze brings
us back to the Tang Dynasty of millennia
ago.
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