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In the Liangshan Yi
Prefecture's Dechang County, among the
Lisu  people, an ancient  weaving
technique has been passed down — using
plant fibers from "fire grass" and "linen"
to weave a unique fabric called fire
grass linen cloth. Fire grass is a plant
that grows on Tlocal mountains, with
leaves covered by a thin layer of white
fur on the underside. Lisu women remove
the fuzz, twist it into threads, and mix
it with Tinen yarn to weave the fabric,
producing the distinct fire grass Tinen
cloth.
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In early 2016, Xiong Guoxiu led the
establishment of the "Dechang County
Guoxiu Lisu Fire Grass Linen Cloth
Production  Cooperative",  helping to
revive and preserve the fire grass Tlinen
weaving craft.
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Lisu Intangible Heritage Encounters with an International Brand
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In Dusseldorf, Germany, a high—end
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footwear brand born in Chengdu, China,
called Sheme, «carries out a similar
mission.  Sheme is the first and
multiple—time participant at London
Fashion Week and Paris Haute Couture
Fashion Week, and it is a Tuxury Chinese
women's shoe brand. Since 2021, Sheme
has drawn inspiration from the cultures
of the fifty—six ethnic groups of China,
launching artistic footwear collections
themed around the Lhoba, Yi, and Nu
ethnic groups. The brand has also
actively incorporated intangible cultural
heritage techniques, such as Sichuan
embroidery and Chinese knotting, into
its shoe designs.
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In the spring and summer of 2025,
Sheme will Taunch a collection rooted in
the cultural customs of the Lisu people
in Liangshan, Sichuan, and make
unprecedented changes to its
collaborative approach.
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What was once an unremarkable grass
leaf in the wild now has a chance to
step onto the international stage.
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