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The “World's Largest” Buddha Hidden in a Small County in Southwest China
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Moreover, the Buddha holds a Moni
Bead in his Tleft palm, which makes it
unique among the vast Tlarge stone
Buddha statues in China. This gesture
symbolizes that Buddha 1is spreading
kindness and Tove to the world.
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On the Buddha’s head, beneath its
brow bone and lips, there are distinct
golden marks, This 1is because in history,
the Buddha underwent gold foil gilding
twice, once during the reign of Emperors
Yuanfeng and Yuanyou in the Northern
Song Dynasty and the other during the
reign of Emperor Daoguang in the Qing
Dynasty. Adorned with shimmering and
vibrant gold foil, the Buddha exhibited
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a magnificent appearance. However, amid
the chaos of war, the gold foil was
removed by greedy individuals. The
Buddha is built from yellow sandstone
which s susceptible to erosion. Thus,
the paint on the Buddha has faded away.
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With a history of over 1000 years,
the Rongxian Buddha was built during

the Tang Dynasty, underwent destruction
in the Jlate Ming Dynasty, and was
reconstructed in the Qing Dynasty. The
Buddha temple is carved from the entire
east mountain. In other words, the
mountain and Buddha are a unified
whole, conveying the ideology that
Buddha 1is an integral part of the
mountain.
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