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What Kind of Stories Were Depicted in Chengdu Shadow Puppetry a Century Ago?
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The Sichuan University Museum s
China’ s first museum to collect physical
shadow puppetry props and houses the
largest collection of Chengdu shadow
puppetry props from the Qing Dynasty.
The shadow puppetry “Ten—Palace
Pictures” housed 1in Sichuan University
Museum was a work of the most active
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High—pitched Tune shadow puppetry troupe
“Chunletu”. It was projected onto the
stage scenery screen during Sichuan Opera
performances.
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The “Ten—Palace Pictures” of shadow
puppetry consist of several scenes of the
hell court, hell torture scenes, and Tlife
in the mortal world. This 1is an ancient
and  traditional way of  punishing
wrongdoers and promoting righteousness.

It explains the fundamental morals that
individuals should uphold in the most vivid
form.
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Nowadays, these precious artworks,
having been preserved as cultural heritage,
allow us to explore the aesthetics of light
and shadow. This enables us to appreciate
a wealth of ancient Chinese folk art.
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